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DANAE CHARLOTTE MINIFIE 

18/05/24 – 30/01/09

Eulogy read by daughter Jocelyn Danae Walker

‘A Unique Association’ 

It is with pride that we would like to share with you today, a small window ,into the special,unique, lifetime association that our Mother, Danae,has had with the Royal Navy, as it has played a large part of her life.

It all began on Sunday, May 18th 1924,when a naval squadron sailed out of Auckland harbour – and a baby girl was born in Hamilton.And from that date began a correspondence between a ship, her namesake ‘HMS DANAE’, and Miss Danae Hazard, which has been maintained for most of her 84 years.

The saga of the association, between the British ship began with a visit to NZ, of a special service squadron, which HMS DANAE was part of.

Her father, after having visited the ship named  his daughter after the DANAE, & thus began the voluminous correspondence, which then became a permanent feature in the Ships files.

*July 6th 1924 a letter from her father reads -  “on Sunday, 18th May, almost the same moment as the DANAE was steaming out of Auckland harbour, our family roll was increased by the arrival of a daughter……Danae Charlotte Hazard”…..

Promptly a letter arrived from the Captain & ships company of their delight & would regard her as the Ships Godchild. On the receipt of her birth certificate, a memento of her namesake was sent in the form of a book – ‘The Heroes’, which contains the Greek legend of Danae.

The story now switches to October 1944 with Danae approaching her 21st birthday..….with outbreak of war ,DANAE was temporarily transferred to the Polish Navy (Now re-named ORP CONRAD),and among the documents handed over were the papers relating to Danae Charlotte. Correspondence was curiously carried out by the then Captn. Tyminski & so began another long association. Commander Tyminski D.S.C. has since passed away in 2003.

In 1948, the end of war, the Ship was returned to Royal Navy . A letter arrives from the Admiralty to inform her- it reads - ”I am commanded by My – Lords commissioners of the Admiralty to inform you that they read with much interest the correspondence relating to your association with the Ship.On March 24th, her useful term of service having expired, DANAE will be transferred to the shipbreakers . My Lords desire to state, however, that it is anticipated the real possibility of the name DANAE being resuscitated for a future ship of the R.N. Arrangements have been made for the correspondence to be placed in possesion  of the commanding officer.”

True to their word, December 1964, with great excitement to our family, we found this huge OHMS envelope in the letterbox, & addressed to Mrs Danae Minifie.

It read - “I am directed to inform you  that the keel of a new DANAE is being laid this month at H.M. Dockyard,Devonport. It will be a Leander Class frigate and be ready for launching in some 18 months… which almost coincides with your daughter, Jocelyn Danae’s 21st birthday.”

And so came February 1969, the first of 3 visits to N.Z. by HMS DANAE.

This to us as a family, was a unique experience & privilege to be involved in and we were so proud of Danae our Mother.

She cherished and joyed in the friendships of all the Captains & Ships company that served on her, and fervently corresponded as long as she was able.She had a special regard for Captn. Darby George and his Company from that first visit in1969 and in turn, their families.Danae & Father made several trips to U.K. and some even came to visit them while on Waiheke Island.

I would like to read an extract from an email  just received from Captn. Georges’ son Dermot, which puts into words exactly how we saw her. - 

“Your warmth as a family is such a vivid memory of my time in NZ.You were so generous and open-hearted to this boy from the other side of the world.You made me feel at home,pushed out the boat for my 21st and gave me a Xmas that I recall with great fondness to this day.Your Mum & Dad seemed so well matched.Your Mum’s extroadinary ability to engage with people and your Dad’s wonderful tranquility as events gathered pace.Their mutual interest in, and hospitality to all manner of folk everywhere.They were so fortunate to have each other and doubt anything gave them greater pleasure than the two of you, their daughters, and in time your families.

Danae was such a special person.There are precious few who have the ability to generate so much affection and unfailing to find the good in people.She was so artistic and elegant and such good company. All of us who were lucky enough to fall under her spell have so many fond memories to cherish.”

In closing, these words were in the first letter sent to the newborn, Danae Charlotte from a Captn. Austin. “ May the trials and vissitudes which befell DANAE of Greek mythology, never be your lot & may your life be a happy & successful one,goverened by the Ship’s motto.

“Nec Sine pugna pervenitur ad Victoriam”, which in your case may be freely translated  as “Strive constantly to do right”

Which was what Danae always did.

It is with pride that I am now the ‘Keeper of the Danae legacy’, and today,all the ‘Sons of Danae’ will toll the bell and be with in spirit.

You are in calm waters now at the end of your journey,

And not only our dear father, but there are many fine souls waiting to greet you.

Be in Peace,and may your God go with you.

